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PLEASE NOTE 10:30 am. The ride will end at the Ashtabula
County Fairgrounds where the Covered Bridge
OUR NEXT MEMBERSHIP Festival is taking place.
MEETING WILL BE HELD AT Sunday, October 14, 2018 - Board/Chapter
Meeting - 1:00/2:00 pm. - Northfield VFW.
V.F.W. POST #6768 Please note that this is one week earlier than
8584 Olde Eight Rd. normal due to a scheduling conflict with the
Northfield, OH Post.
sunpay, October 14, 2018 Wednesday, November 14, 2018 -TR Home
2:00 p.m.

visit - Dinner - 6:30 p.m.
Board Meeting — 1:00 p.m.
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| | Our veterans need white socks. We will be OCTOBER IS AGENT ORANGE
AWARENESS MONTH

collecting white socks at each meeting.
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To be a member in good standing, one must:

a. Attend at least 3 meetings & 3 events per year;

b. Pay the annual membership dues of $30/yr;

c. Abide by the Membership Patch rules;

d. Remain loyal to Rolling Thunder® in word, deed and
action;

e. Conduct him/herself in a professional and courteous
manner at all times.

Below are the results of the September election:
President: Winston Bailey

Secretary:  Cheryl Pilny
Board Members: Ted Pilny

Ronnie Dinger
Chuck Kettler

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, October 13, 2018 - Covered Bridge
Ride - Meet at the McDonald's at Rt. 44/ Auburn
Rd. and Rt. 90 at 10:00 am. Kickstands up at




CHAPTER OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS

AND PLATOON LEADERS
PRESIDENT WINSTON BAILEY
VICE-PRES

SECRETARY CHERYL PILNY
TREASURER ANDY KLUSH

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
LEW BALLARD

BOARD MEMBERS
TED PILNY
JEFF BRADY
HANK LANGOWSKI
CHUCK KETTLER
RONNIE DINGER
(ALTERNATE) LARRY FELEAN

CHAPLAIN  DAN MCGINNIS

RUN COORDINATOR
MEMBERSHIP SUSAN BAILEY
QUARTERMASTER
FRANK FOX
GERI PHILLIPS

ASST. QUARTERMASTER
LEW BALLARD

SARGENT AT ARMS

NEWSLETTER STAFF
CHERYL PILNY

PLATOON LEADERS:
#1 MIKE NEILAN

#2 RONNIE DINGER

#3 TOM BLECHSCHMID

#4 SALLY FELEAN

#5 VIKKI CARROLL

#6 SUSAN BAILEY
STATE LIASION TY GEISER

ASST. STATE LIASION
TOM THOMPSON

WE CARE YVONNE GIERMAN

440-639-2222

440-543-8468
330-620-6047

440-942-1688

216-346-6407
440-669-1794
216-513-5712
216-401-4984
216-799-5539
440-439-4914
330-618-1720
OPEN

440-639-2222
440-494-7165
440-494-7165
440-942-1688

OPEN

440-543-8468

440-241-2655
216-799-5539
440-349-2470
440-439-4914
440-283-7766
440-639-2222
330-466-0086

513-616-9887
440-285-3864

arphersfolks@windstream.net

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

CHUCK KETTLER 216-401-4984

COORDINATOR FOR WADE PARK VISITS
VICKI CARROLL 440-283-7766

EVENTS CHAIR JEFF BRADY 440-669-1794
PUBLIC RELATIONS CHUCK KETTLER 216-401-4984

EDUCATION CHAIR DAN MCGINNIS 330-618-1720

Address: Rolling Thunder Chapter 1 Ohio
P.O. Box 1145
Mentor, OH 440860

Web Site Address; www.rollingthunder1ohio.org

Webmaster: CHIP KETTLER 330-472-0871
Please send any pictures you may have to Chip at
ckettler6480@yahoo.com

Check us out on Facebook: Rolling Thunder
Chapter1 Ohio
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MISSION STATEMENT

THE MAJOR FUNCTION OF ROLLING THUNDER®
INC. IS TO PUBLICIZE THE POW-MIA ISSUE: TO
EDUCATE THE PUBLIC THAT MANY AMERICAN
PRISONERS OF WAR WERE LEFT BEHIND AFTER
ALL PREVIOUS WARS, AND TO HELP CORRECT
THE PAST AND TO PROTECT FUTURE VETERANS
FROM BEING LEFT BEHIND SHOULD THEY
BECOME PRISONERS OF WAR-MISSING IN ACTION.
WE ARE ALSO COMMITTED TO HELPING
AMERICAN VETERANS FROM ALL WARS.

EACH AND EVERY INDIVIDUAL DONATES HIS OR
HER TIME BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE IN THE ISSUES
AT HAND.

et g gy ]

Our Adopted MIA/POW — Gregory Harris




Remains Identified

WWII Remains Identified:
U.S. Army Tech. Sgt. Robert J, Fitzgerell

U.S. Navy Radioman 3™ Class Bruce H. Ellison
U.S. Navy Seaman 1" Class James W. Holzhauer
U.S. Army Sgt. Eugene G. McBride

U.S. Army Pfc. William H. Jones

U.S. Army Master Sgt. Charles H. McDaniel
U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Kerl R. Loesche

U.5. Navy Seaman 1*' Class Robert W. Headington
U.S. Navy Electrician’s Mate 3™ Class Merle A. Smith
U.S. Navy Seaman 2™ Class David B. Edmonston
U.S. Navy Seaman 1*' Class Millard Burk
U.S. Navy Fireman 1* Class Claude O. Gowey
U.S. Army Pfc. Lewis E. Price
U.S. Army Air Forces Pfc. Joseph I. Natvik
U.S. Naval Reserve Seaman 2" Class

Deward W. Duncan, Jr.
U.S. Navy Musician 2™ Class Francis E. Dick
U.S. Navy Storekeeper 2™ Class Gerald L. Clayton
U.S. Army Pfc. Marvin E. Dickson
U.S. Navy Chief Pharmacist's Mate James T. Cheshire
U.S. Navy Seaman 1*' Class Herbert J. Poindexter
U.S. Army Air Forces 1°' Lt. Allen R. Turner
U.S. Army Air Forces 2™ Lt. James R. Lord
U.S. Navy Chief Warrant Officer John A, Austin
U.S. Navy Fireman 1*' Class Creighton H. Workman

Korean War Remains Identified:

U.S. Army Pvt. Charles G. Kaniatobe

U.S. Army Reserve Cpl. Edward M. Jones
U.S. Army Pfc. John W. Martin

U.S. Army Sgt. 1°* Class James L. Boyce
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Legislation We Are Working On

NEW LEGISLATION:

Rolling Thunder @, Inc. is in full support for this New
legislation, H.R.6734. H.R. 6734- Full Military Honors
Act of 2018 Sponsor: Reps. Bishop, Mike (R-MI 8)
Introduced 9/7/2018 Last Action: Referred to the
House Committee on Armed Services. Washington,
September 10, 2018 "America's POWSs and Meda! of
Honor recipients have sacrificed immeasurably in
service to the United States - regardless of their

rank." WASHINGTON - Congressmen Mike Bishop
(MI-08), Sam Johnson (TX-03), and House Veterans'
Affairs Committee Ranking Member Tim Walz
(MNO1) today announced the introduction of the Full
Military Honors Act of 2018 (H.R. 6734) to allow
enlisted Medal of Honor recipients and Prisoners of
War (POW) who are eligible for burial at Arlington
National Cemetery to receive a full military honors
burial, which includes an escort platoon, a military
band, and a caisson (horse drawn casket) if available.
Currently, full military honors are reserved for
commissioned officers, warrant of ficers and senior. T
urge all members of Rolling Thunder Inc. to contact
your respective members of Congress and ask for co-
sponsorship as soon as possible so the bill can be
brought out of committee (House Armed Services
Committee) to the House floor for a vote before the
end of this session of Congress. "America's POWs and
Medal of Honor recipients have sacrificed
immeasurably in service to the United States -
regardless of their rank."

From Gus Dante:

H.R. 504-Sponsor: Rep. Leonard Lance (R-NJ-7) - To
fly the POW/MIA flag ALL DAYS that the American
flag is displayed over the U.S. Capitol and the White
House. This legislation has been held up in the House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Constitution and Civil
Justice for the last two Congresses. H.R. 504 has no
CBO (Congressional Budget Office) which makes
decisions on monies used for legislation. This does
not apply to H.R. 504. T would like you to take some
time to call members of the Judiciary and ask
them to move H.R. 504 out of committee to the
floor for a vote. If your representative is not on
the Judiciary, ask them to co-sponsor H.R. 504
and to call John Byers at Rep. Lance's office at
202-225-5361 to sign on. Attached is a list of
representatives that serve on the Judiciary and
Subcommittee, and a sample letter.

At the end of the year 2018, HR. 504 and all
legislation will have to be reintroduced to the 116
Congress 2019. It would be great if Rolling
Thunder® members would put pressure on their
representatives to get the POW/MIA flag to fly ALL
DAYS over the U.S. Capitol and U.S. White House.

We must continue to “press” forward by doing our
part to keep our concerns/issues on the "doorstep” of




our MOC's as well as continue to seek support with
getting the Bills/Legislation we support to the “floor”
for a votel This is very important for our American
POW/MIA's, Veterans' and our organization! Please
keep in mind that these Bills/Legislation will *die" at
the conclusion of the 115th Congress which will cause
these Bills/Legislation to have to be reintroduced
during the 116th Congress! Please continue to make
contact with your MOC's by visiting their offices and
writing letter requesting for the support (if they are
not already a cosponsor), or request they request
that the Bills/Legislation are taken to the “floor” for
a vote! Might I suggest that you contact and or send
letters to Representative Paul Ryan, Speaker of the
House, Senator Mitch McConnell, Majority Leader as
well as members (preferable Ranking, Majority and
Minority Leaders) who “sit" on a Committee where
these Bills/Legislation currently “sit” stagnate! Please
continue to follow the Bills/Legislation that we
currently support and check for any updates.

We are continuing to “push” the following pieces of
legislation:

H. Res. 129 - Cdlling on the Department of Defense,
other elements of the Federal Government, and
foreign governments to intensify efforts to
investigate, recover, and identify all missing and
unaccounted-for personnel of the United States.
Sponsor: Rep. Johnson, Sam [R-TX-3] (Introduced
02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (120) Committees: House -
Foreign Affairs, Armed Services Latest Action:
House - 02/14/2018 Motion to reconsider laid on the
table. Agreed to without objection. NOTE: This Bill
has PASSED in the House.

S. Res. 61 - Calling on the Department of Defense,
other elements of the Federal Government, and
foreign governments to intensify efforts to
investigate, recover, and identify all missing and
unaccounted-for personnel of the United States.
Sponsor: Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] (Introduced
02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (10) Committees: Senate -
Foreign Relations Latest Action: Senate -
02/15/2017 Referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

H. Res. 219 - Establishing a Select Committee on
POW and MIA Affairs. Sponsor: Rep. Walker, Mark
[R-NC-6] (Introduced 03/21/2017) Cosponsors: (8)
Committees: House - Rules Latest Action: House -
03/21/2017 Referred to the House Committee on
Rules.

H. R. 299 - Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act
of 2017 Sponsor: Rep. Valadao, David 6. [R-CA-21]
(Introduced  01/05/2017)  Cosponsors:  (330)
Committees: House - Veterans' Affairs Latest
Actions: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, as amended Agreed to by the Yeas and Nays:
(2/3 required): 382 - O (Roll no. 289). Explanation:
This Bill "PASSED" in the House on June 25th, 2018
and received by the Senate June 26th, 2018 for
consideration. 06/28/18 Read twice and referred to
the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. House -
05/18/18 Reported (Amended) by the Committee on
Veterans' Affairs.

H. Rept. 115-680. Action By: Committee on
Veterans' Affairs. Placed on the Union Calendar,
Calendar No. 523. Action By: House of
Representatives. S. 422 - Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans Act of 2017 Sponsor: Sen. Gillibrand,
Kirsten E. [D-NY] (Introduced 02/16/2017)
Cosponsors: (50) Committees: Senate - Veterans'
Affairs Latest Action: Senate - 02/16/2017 Read
twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans'
Affairs,

H. R. 504 - To amend title 36, United States Code,
to require that the POW/MIA flag be displayed on all
days that the flag of the United States is displayed
on certain Federal property. Sponsor: Rep. Lance,
Leonard  [R-NJ-7]  (Introduced  01/12/2017)
Cosponsors: (8) Committees: House - Judiciary Latest
Action: House - 02/06/2017 Referred to the
Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice.

For information in reference to these and other
POW/MIA ond Veterans' legislation as well as
current cosponsors and bill status, committee
assignments, etc. please visit:
https://www.congress.gov. Information in reference
to “talking points” for our current bills of top priority
can be found on the "Government Affairs" page on
the National website. Please feel free to use any of
this information when speaking, corresponding and or
meeting with your MOC's.

Remember: You are the voice of our POW
and MIAs.

To date there are only EIGHT co-sponsors to this
bili—none from OHIO.
Get those letters sent!




Below is a listing of the Ohio representatives.

District | Name Room Phone

1 Chabot, Steve 2371 Rayburn House Office Building, 202-225-2216
Washington, DC 20515

2 Waeansirup, Brad 2419 Rayburn House Office Building, 202-225-3164
Washinglon, DC 20515

3 Beatty, Joyce 133 Cannon House Office Building, 202-225-4324
Washington, DC 20515

4 Jordan, Jim 2056 Raybum House Office Bullding, 202-225-2676
Washington, DC 20515

5 Latta, Robert E. 2448 Rayburn House Office Building, 202-225-6405
Washington, DC 20515

-] son, Bill 1710 Longworth House Office Building, | 202-225-5705
Washington, DC 20515

7 Gibbs, Bob 2448 Raybum House Offica Building, 202-225-6265
Washington, DC 20515

8 Davidson, Warren | 1004 Longworth House Office Building, | 202-225-6205
Washington, DC 20515

9 Kaptur, Marcy 2186 Raybum House Office Building, 202-225-4146
Washington, DC 20515

10 Turmer, Michael 2368 Rayburn House Office Building, 202-225-6465
Washington, DC 20515

1 Fudge, Marcia L. 2344 Raybum House Office Building, 202-225-7032
Washington, DC 20515

12 Tiberi, Pat 1203 Longworth House Office Building, | 202-225-5355
Washington, DC 20515

13 Ryan, Tim 1126 Longworth House Office Building, | 202-225-5261
Washington, DC 20515

14 Joyce, David 1124 ongworth House Office Building, 202-225-5731
Washington, DC 20515

15 Stivers, Steve 1022 Longworth House Office Building, | 202-225-2015
Washington, GC 20515

16 Renacci, Jim 328 Cannon House Office Building, 202-225-3876

Washington, DC 20515

More information may be found on the Rolling

Thunder, Inc. National's website under the heading
“Government Affairs” www.rollingthunderl.com
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Pueblo Crew Tells Trump to Bring Their Warship
Home from North Korea
Fox News 23 Sep 2018 By Lucas Tomlinson

(Note: I remember this time well. I was 14 at
the time. My Dad was a Master Sargent in the
Air Force and, while he didn't serve any time in
VietNam, he was sent to South Korea near the
DMZ for a year after the incident with the

Pueblo happened.)

Some of the surviving crew members of an American
spy ship captured by North Korean forces 50 years
ago have a message for President Trump: bring our
warship home.

"The crew of the USS Pueblo would like to get our
ship returned," Ron Berens, the lead helmsman on
board and at the wheel on January 23, 1968 when
North Korean MiG fighter jets and patrol boats
opened fire on the American spy ship, leading to the
first capture of a U.S. Navy ship since the War of
1812.

"We would like them to deliver it to Lake Pueblo "
said Bob Hill, a 19-year-old deck seaman at the time
and one of the youngest on board.

One crew member was killed and the 82 others were
taken captive and held for 11 months in North Korean
prisons, enduring hours of torture roughly 10 days
after departing from Japan on espionage missions
against the Soviet Union and North Korea.

"There's nothing in the current history books about
the Pueblo," Berens said in an interview with Fox
News during a gathering of roughly 40 surviving
Pueblo crewmembers on the 50th anniversary of their
capture this week in Pueblo, Colo., the ship's
namesake.

Today, the Pueblo remains a commissioned U.S. Navy
ship on display in the Potong River inside North
Korea's capital Pyongyang, where the refurbished
American spy ship hosts thousands of visitors a year.
It's an episode in history largely overshadowed in a
year dominated by the Vietnam War, the
assassinations of Dr. Martin Luther King and Robert
F. Kennedy, the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia and
the Apollo 8 launch.

An even deadlier incident occurred a year later when
a North Korean MiG-21 shot down a U.S. Navy
reconnaissance aircraft, killing all 31 Americans
onboard.

January 23, 1968 began with anxiety for the Pueblo
crew with their ship just 14 miles off the coast of
North Korea. The day prior, a number of communist
vessels had approached the American spy ship to take
photos venturing too close for comfort.




The North Korean patrol boats and sub chasers had
remained and around lunchtime Sunday began firing
on the Pueblo after being joined by a pair of North
Korean MiGs overhead.

Bob Hill was lying in his rack when he heard general
quarters sound, sending the crew to their battle
stations. Hill was told to help destroy top secret
material on board because the crew quickly found
themselves surrounded.

Tim Harris, a young supply officer on board Pueblo,
said the North Koreans quickly surrounded the
American spy ship and opened fire with machine guns
and 40-mm cannon.

The American crew tried to escape, but the North
Korean vessels were relentless. After signaling the
Americans to stop or “heave to" and with their ship
badly disabled due to the debilitating fire, the North
Korean patrol boats swooped in and jumped aboard.
"We never surrendered. We stopped the ship. There
was never an order to surrender” Harris said. "We
had taken so much fire."

"We were scared s***less," Bob Hill said recalling the
feeling of seeing North Korean sailors taking him and
his 82 crewmembers captive and bringing them to the
port city of Wonsan.

“They tied us up, blindfolded us. We were all
wondering if we were going to die."

Shortly after arriving in North Korea, Hill said the
American crew was met with shouts from a mob that
had gathered.

“Kill Yankee!" they yelled in English, Hill recalled.
The American crew spent their first six weeks in
North Korea in Pyongyang before being moved out to
the countryside less than an hour from the capital

city.

Over the next 11 months the crew was subjected to
torture routinely.

“A typical day was met with intermittent terror. If
you happened to be caught sleeping you were ina
world of pain," Hill said.

The crew learned to rely on God as well as one
another.

"Your roommates were your biggest help," said
Berens.

The surviving crewmembers are split about bringing
the ship back saying President Trump has more
important issues to worry about such as getting
North Korea to scrap its nuclear weapons program.
“It's still a slap in the face to us every day that it's
still commissioned,” Hill said. *That bothers me a
great deal."

When North Korea turned Pueblo into @ museum and
communist propaganda piece, "I prayed when they
opened that thing with all their military officers on
board, we could drop a MOAB [Mother of all Bombs]
or something on them and blow the whole damn thing

up.”

He added: "Decommission that damn thing."
Ron Berens disagrees.

"If they decommission the ship Americans would lose
face," Berens said. "That's total surrender.”

"That is a hunk of metal. The crew is right here," Hill
said about the survivors that have gathered this
week in Pueblo, Colo.

“The spirit of that ship is right here today at the
reunion," agreed Harris.

Cmdr, Josh Hill, a 2001 U.S. Naval Academy graduate
currently assigned to the Pentagon, echoed his
father's sentiment.

"Nothing would mean more to the crew than having
Pueblo returned to the U.S. for a proper
decommissioning ceremony," he said.

Surviving Pueblo crewmembers also want their
skipper recognized for his heroism in leading all 82
men through 11 months of captivity. When they
returned to the United States in December 1968,
they were cheered by crowds in San Diego.

Back in Washington, Navy brass demanded a courts-
martial to investigate why Pueblo's commanding
officer, Cmdr. Lloyd M. Bucher, allowed his crew to
be captured by North Korea. Charges were dropped
weeks later because the Navy secretary felt Bucher
had suffered enough, according to Berens.




To this day, Bucher has not received any valor award
for his actions, despite the crew receiving Purple
Hearts for their wounds suffered in captivity and
during the attack at sea.

"It was his leadership under extreme circumstances
that we survived," Harpis said.

Many Pueblo crew members want Cmdr. Bucher to be
awarded the Medal of Honor.

"I wouldn't be here today if it were not for
Commander Bucher," said Navy Cmdr. Josh Hill, who
added that when he was commissioned in the U.S.
Navy in May 2001, Cmdr. Bucher performed a special
private ceremony at the Naval Academy's Memorial
Hall -- under Oliver Hazard Perry's battle flag:

"Don't Give Up the Ship."
Fox News' Andrew O'Reilly contributed to this report.

Chaplain’'s Corner
{submitted by Dan McGinnis)

Much More Than Words

At a dedication ceremony during which a Bible
translated into a local African language was
presented, the area chief was presented with
his own copy. In appreciation, he lifted the Bible
to the skies and exclaimed, "Now we know God
understands our language! We can read the Bible
in our own native mother-tongue.”

No matter our language, our heavenly Father
understands it. But often we feel unable to
express our deepest longings to Him. The

apostle Paul encourages us to pray regardless of
how we feel. Paul speaks of our suffering world
and our own pain: "The whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth” (Romans
8:22), and he compares that to the Holy Spirit's
work on our behalf. "The Spirit helps us in our
weakness,” he writes. "We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans”

(v. 26).

God's Holy Spirit knows us intimately, He knows
our tongings, our heart-language, and our
unspoken words, and He helps us in our
communication with God. His Spirit draws us to
be transformed into the image of God the Son
(v. 29).

Our heavenly Father understands our language
and speaks to us through His Word. When we
think our prayers are weak or too short, His
Holy Spirit helps us by speaking through us to
the Father. He yearns for us to talk with Him in
prayer.

Thank You, Lord, for understanding my language
and innermost longings. When my prayers are
weak and dry, bear me up through Your Spirit.

When we feel weak in our prayers, God's
Spirit helps us in ways we can't imagine.

I was prepared to fight, prepared to die. But
I was not prepared for my country to leave
me behind.
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POW-MIA ROLLING THUNDER®, INC
“WE WILL NEVER FORGET” 1;{3'{};3‘;% ]

NESHANIC STATEON, N_J., 08853
908-369-5439 FAX 9D8-369-2072

lune 13, 2018

The Honorable Robert W Goodlatte
United States House of Representatives

2210 Rayburn House Office Building S l l E E
Washington, DC 20515 @
REF: H.R. 504 W

Dear Representative Goodlatte

Rolling Thunder Inc. National and its members throughout the US would respectfully like to
request that you as Chairman of the Judiciary that you bring H.R. 504 to the floor for a vote.

This bill sponsored by Rep. Leonard Lance. (R-7-NJ).....H.R. 504-To amend title 36, United States
Code, to require that the POW/MIA flag be displayed on ALL DAYS that the flag of the United
States is displayed, on certain Federal property, especially at the US Capitol and White House.

There has been some progress on the POW/MIA awareness initiative with the Chair of Honor being
dedicated in the Emancipation Hall on Nov. 8, 2017 but we need to further respect and honor those
who did not come home from all previous wars by flying the POW/MIA flag over the U.S. Capitol
and White House on ALL DAYS that the American flag is displayed. Flying the POW/MIA flag will
serves as a reminder to the families of our missing, the American public, our Veterans and active
duty military that our government must never forget those that did not return.

Please move H.R. 504 to the floor for a vote.
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